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Holding Headaches at Bay
Bodywork Eases Migraines and Tension Headaches
Cathy Ulrich
"Do you get headaches?" I asked Cindy.
She had come to see me for massage to
address her neck and shoulder pain but
hadn't mentioned headaches.
"Well, yes," she said. "I've always had
headaches and, now that you mention it,
they seem to be worse when my neck
hurts." Cindy went on to say she
suffered from them as often as 2-3 times
a week and typically treated them with
ibuprofen.
Like many Americans, Cindy suffers
from chronic, frequent headaches. Her
neck pain finally prompted her to seek
help, but she was so used to the
headaches, she thought they were
something she simply had to live with.

Migraines.
Migraine headaches occur when the
blood vessels in the brain become
dilated, usually due to a chemical
reaction, such as food allergies or a
stress response. They often start with
visual disturbances and quickly develop
into severe head pain accompanied by
nausea, vomiting, dizziness, and
sensitivity to light. They're usually felt
on one side of the head, but can be on
both sides. Migraines are often managed
with medications and avoidance of foods
known to trigger them, such as red wine,
chocolate, aged cheese, and nuts.
However, some bodywork techniques
can also be effective in easing migraines
or decreasing the frequency of these
painful headaches.
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Freedom from chronic headaches is an option many Americans don't even realize is possible.
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Types of Headaches

Headaches come in many varieties.
Following is a short list of the most
common types.

Tension Headaches.
Exaggerated by stress, tension headaches
are related to poor posture, jaw
problems (such as temporomandibular
joint disorder, or TMJ), and neck pain.
Many people describe a headache that
starts at the base of the skull and then
moves in an arc over the ears and behind
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the eyes. Tension headaches are most
often caused or exacerbated by poor
posture, work station positions, and
body mechanics, creating undue stress
on the upper neck muscles.
Mixed Headaches.
The term mixed headache is used to
describe a tension headache that leads to
a migraine. Typically, the tension
headache starts first and the chemicals
produced from the pain of it create
conditions for a migraine to develop. In
people with patterns of mixed
headaches, the best way to avoid the
onset of a migraine is to treat the
tension headache.

Bodywork Options

A treatment regimen that includes
bodywork, attention to body position,
and stress management can help prevent
or greatly reduce the frequency of
headaches, in turn reducing your
reliance on medication and the need to
avoid food triggers. There are many
different bodywork techniques, each
with specific approaches for treating
headaches. Following is a short list of
techniques often effective in treating
recurring headaches.

Deep Tissue Therapies.
The integrative therapies mentioned
above, as well as neuromuscular therapy
and myofascial release, use similar
techniques to free connective tissue. A
chronically tensed muscle tends to
maintain that tension, even after the
stressful event has passed. Deep tissue
techniques free the connective tissue
glue, creating a new way for the muscle
to function.
Reflexology.
Like acupuncture, reflexology works to
move energy blockages in the body. By
stimulating points on the feet that
correspond to organs in the body,
reflexologists can promote relaxation,
reduce pain, and restore energy flow.
Several scientific studies have shown that
reflexology is a viable treatment for
migraines, in some cases working as well
as, or better than, medication--and
without the side effects.

Craniosacral Therapy.
Craniosacral therapy addresses the
inherent, gentle, rhythmic movement of
the bones in the skull and their effect on
the fluid that surrounds, bathes, and
cushions the brain and spinal cord and
runs throughout the body. Cranial
bones move in miniscule amounts as a
response to the production and
absorption of cranial fluid. With head
trauma, whiplash injury, or even severe
stress, cranial bone movement can be
compromised, resulting in headaches,
dizziness, ringing in the ears, or vision
disturbances. This therapy restores the
normal movement of the cranial bones
and fluid.
By addressing the root of the problem,
regularly scheduled bodywork sessions
can greatly reduce headaches as well as
your need for medication. Remember,
headaches are not normal, and you
don't have to live with them.

Swedish Massage.
A tension headache, by its very name,
implies the presence of stress and
tension. Swedish massage, on the other
hand, promotes relaxation and relieves
muscle tension. When muscles become
tight due to stress or poor posture, they
eventually adapt a chronically shortened
state. Swedish massage teaches the body
how to let go of muscle tension and
resets muscle tone.
Integrative Bodywork.
Rolfing,
Hellerwork,
Structural
Integration, and CORE are examples of
the types of bodywork designed to
improve
posture
and
structural
alignment. A primary cause of chronic
headaches is poor posture, which
produces tension in the neck and
shoulders because the weight of the head
is not properly balanced on top of the
spine. Integrative bodywork can produce
lasting postural change for greater ease
of movement. By selectively freeing the
soft tissues, integrative bodywork
literally can change postural alignment
and remove the stresses and strains on
the muscles that cause headaches.
Reflexology has proven as, or more, effective than medication--without the many side effects.

Managing Arthritis
Exercise and Bodywork Keep Joint Pain at Bay
The word arthritis strikes fear in the
hearts of older adults. It often signifies
aging, pain, inactivity, and disability.
However, new research shows moderate
physical exercise can actually ease
arthritis symptoms by decreasing pain
and increasing a person's likelihood of
living a normal life.

Understanding Arthritis

The most common form of arthritis-osteoarthritis, or also known as
degenerative arthritis--affects more
than twenty million Americans.
Osteoarthritis
(literally
meaning
"bone-joint inflammation") is caused by
wear and tear on joint surfaces and most
frequently involves the hips, knees,
lower back, neck, and fingers. More
than half of people over sixty-five have
some evidence of osteoarthritis on
X-rays, although it doesn't always
manifest as symptoms.
Many problems arise from a sedentary
lifestyle. Joints lose flexibility and
muscles lose strength, feeding the cycle
of pain, inactivity, and more pain.

Exercise Offers Sweet Relief

Vigorous walking, swimming, and
bicycling boost the release of powerful
endorphins,
the
body's
natural
painkillers. When done four to five days
a week, these aerobic activities improve
general cardiovascular health and aid in
weight management (obesity is the single
biggest risk factor for osteoarthritis).
Strengthening and stretching exercises
targeted at maintaining joint flexibility
and muscle strength--especially for
at-risk joints--slow the progression of
degenerative arthritis. Yoga classes and
moderate weight lifting programs are
excellent ways to improve strength and
flexibility. Bodywork can also provide
relief.

Stretching can slow degenerative arthritis.

If arthritis is slowing you down, get
serious with your exercise plan. Consult
your physician; work with a professional
trainer, physical therapist, yoga
instructor, or bodyworker; and start a
gentle, progressive exercise program.
Your joints will reward you for it, and
you'll free yourself from arthritic pain.

Yogurt, the Super Food
Balance Digestion, Improve Immunity, and Prevent Disease
In some form, yogurt has existed since at
least 2000 BCE, and many food
historians believe it predates recorded
history, possibly going back as far as
9000 BCE Why such staying power? A
bit of a wonder food, yogurt improves
digestion, which can boost immunity
and even help prevent colon cancer.
One dairy product even most lactose
intolerant people can eat, yogurt is
loaded with active bacterial cultures, the
key ingredients that make it so healthy.
While we typically think of bacteria as
dangerous bugs that cause disease and
infection, the body is host to billions of
bacteria that live in the intestines and
help digest the foods we eat. These good
bacteria, or microflora, actually fight off
the bad bacteria that cause illness.

Some of these same good bacterial
species are used to ferment milk, and it's
these cultures that give yogurt its texture
and tart flavor. They also process much
of the milk sugar, called lactose, during
fermentation, which is why yogurt
usually doesn't bother people with
lactose intolerance.
Eating yogurt helps maintain the
microflora in the gut, optimizing
digestion and keeping harmful bacteria
in check. Ever noticed how a course of
antibiotics is often followed by a bout of
diarrhea? This is because antibiotics kill
off all the bacteria in the gut--the bad
stuff and the good--leaving the
gastrointestinal tract compromised.
Fortunately, yogurt can help counteract
this imbalance.

Furthermore, this food is a good source
of nutrients, including B vitamins,
calcium, magnesium, and phosphorus.
Whole milk yogurt also contains
conjugated linoleic acid (CLA), an
essential fatty acid with cancer fighting
properties, especially beneficial in
preventing breast and colon cancers.
And CLA has been shown to increase fat
metabolism, helping the body convert
fat to lean muscle.
Maintaining the good bacteria in the
gastrointestinal tract is key to healthy
digestion, and eating quality yogurt is a
great way to do this. Be sure to read the
labels and choose varieties that contain
live active cultures to ensure you're
getting the most from your yogurt.
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Hello -Spring has finally arrived-along with all the many storms and
rain (rain - yippeee!). And Springtime gets us out doing more
active things again. Activity is a very good thing - healthy,
fun, & getting your body moving after the long winter
hibernation. That usually involves pain tho (at least for most
of us!). Don't let those body aches & pains slow down your
quest for fun and things to do. Getting bodywork & massage
can save you a lot of grief too. Stretching often gets
forgotten, but can also make a big difference in how you feel.
Remember when you're planning all these 'fun' activities, to
include massage as part of your survival kit. Schedule it in
just like you would a softball game. Keep your muscles
happy, & you will be too. Exercise doesn't have to be an
activity of torture, as long as you remember to treat your
body with kindness & care. Your body structure needs
regular tune-ups too, just like your car does.
So, come see me and lets get you in proper condition to
have fun & stay active.
I'll look forward to seeing you again soon!
Sincerely, Lucy :-)

